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Today’s Topic: Ch. 13, Step 3 
Synthesis Strategies & 

Exam Review



Exam I Thursday, 9/18 (Chapters 11, 12, 13)
60-minute written exam 
• no multiple-choice, no Scantron, no lecture after

No notes, calculators, model kits allowed 
• Bring pencil(s), eraser

See sample exams on course homepage 
• See typical length, format

Extra office hour/
review session (Zoom)

Tonight! 9-10 pm



Don’t let this 
happen to you!

Test-taking 
strategies…



• Carefully read directions & 
follow instructions
• Ask me if something is 

unclear (maybe a typo?!)
• Exam does not need to be 

taken in order –
start with your most 
confident question type!
predict product     IUPAC
mechanism    explain 
synthesis    transform



Why use old-fashioned flash cards?
Quizlet-type website
• Items not aligned with instructor 

notes/textbook
• Computer & Internet needed
• Limited ability to customize
• Limited ability to mix topics
• YOU are not in control

Flash Cards
• Created from YOUR notes/textbook
• No limit to topics (nomenclature…)
• Variety of skills (missing product or  

missing reagents or missing substrate)
• No tech needed, so offers ultimate 

mobility: car, beach, picnic, etc.
• Can remove cards as proficiency improves 

= focus where needed
• Cards can be shuffled = final exam prep.
• Stack can grow in with each chapter
• Good review for MCAT, DAT, PCAT…



3 Assignments due ASAP + Ch. 11/12/13 EOC on 9/18
Gradescope



For the Weekend: Chapter 19, Steps 1 & 2


